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life, consciousness and will to all natural powers of
which they cannot perceive the source or control the
operation. And the divinities believed in are as
numerous as those powers. Each river, fountain or
tree has a divinity of its own. To see in this blunder
of primitive ignorance the hand of the Supreme
Being implanting in his creatures an instinctive
knowledge of his existence, is a poor compliment to
the Deity. The religion of savages is Fetichism of
the grossest kind, ascribing animation and will to
individual objects, and seeking to propitiate them by
prayer and sacrifice. That this should be the case is
the less surprising when we remember that there is
not a definite boundary line, broadly separating the
conscious human being from inanimate objects. Be-
tween these and man there is an intermediate class of
objects, sometimes much more powerful than man,
which do possess life and will, viz. the brute animals,
which in an early stage of existence play a very great
part in human life; making it the less surprising that
the line should not at first be quite distinguishable be-
tween the animate and the inanimate part of Nature.
As observation advances, it is perceived that the
majority of outward objects have all their important
qualities in common with entire classes or groups of
objects which comport themselves exactly alike in the
same circumstances, and in these cases the worship of
visible objects is exchanged for that of an invisible